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MODERATES, From AIO 

hopes of reestablishing their national 
‘coalition following Clinton’s victory 
over Robert J. Dole. Dole won no 
. electoral votes in the Northeast and 
only 29 across the Midwest and 
Great Plains, a shellacking that has 
caused a few Republicans to worry 
about survival in a region that was 
considered the heart of the party. 

"The moderates vrlll tell you that 
[the election] was a message for liis- 
aster in the Northeast, where we 
lost seats,” Castle said. “The margins 
for Clinton over Dole were in the 
range of 17 to 18 percentage points ' 
in the Northeast and not much less in j 
the Midwest. It is really a problem of 
the basic Republican vote. Individu- 
als were able to hold seats, but it 
really hurt. Are w^e becoming a party 
that is really regionali 2 ed? Did this 
really put a stamp on it?” 

Rep. Charles F. Bass (N.H.), who 
survived a stiff challenge and an as- 
sault from organl 2 ed labor to win a 
second term, said Republicans are 
“almost gone” in his region, and that 
the party must move quickly to pro- 
tect itself. 

“I have talked a lot with leadership 
about the need to build a message 
that will resonate in the Northeast 
and give candidates who want to run 
for office an agenda that is attrac- 
tive,” Bass said. “Nobody in leader- 
ship has said they don’t agree that 
we have to do something significant 
and proactive in that area. Even 
Dick Armey and [Majority Whip] 
Tom DeLay and obviously the 
speaker have e.xpressed deep con- 
cern about that situation.” 

The Tuesday Lunch Bunch, which 
broadly speaking encompasses 40 to 
50 Republicans, hopes to create an 
; agenda that will help soften the par- 
ty’s image nationally and develop an 
early warning system that will head 
off some of the problems that oc- 
curred in the 104th Congress; par- 
ticularly on issues like school lunch- 
es and Medicare. j 
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